Emerald Bay, Charter Point Join Forces to Improve Local Conditions
On Friday, October 6, 2006, key representatives from Charter Point (CP) and neighboring Emerald Bay (EB) met with City Councilman Lake Ray and representatives from the City of Jacksonville (COJ) traffic engineering and planning to discuss traffic remediation options for the Edenfield Road/University Boulevard curve, as well as road widening to accommodate increased local traffic. 
Emerald Bay representative Mike Schmieder presented detailed research reports to substantiate neighborhood traffic concerns associated with nearby residential growth. Later, the group observed the Edenfield/University intersection to gain a more vivid picture of the traffic problems our area encounters, especially with the construction at the nearby convenience store. Although EB and CP presented their concerns cooperatively, it was emphasized that we (CP and EB) are not receiving the attention we deserve, as tax payers, and addressing the safety aspects associated with local traffic were paramount. 
The COJ traffic representatives promised to conduct a new traffic study, as our needs have changed considerably since the last study executed several years ago. Particular emphasis was made to depart from the more rigid guidelines used in past studies and to scrutinize the situation from a practical standpoint. Schmieder requested that CP and EB representatives be part of the process. Suggestions included: (1) widening University Blvd into four lanes or create a turn lane running from Ft. Caroline Road to Richard Denby Gatlin Road (the road leading to Arlington Lion’s Club Park); (2) installing a traffic signal at the Edenfield/University intersection. Note: The criteria for a traffic signal is to have a sustained traffic rate of 500 cars per hour on the main road (University) and 150 cars per hour on the secondary road (Edenfield). This volume must be maintained for an 8 hour period. A traffic study will quantify the need for road/traffic improvements or not.  
References were also made to concurrency compliance necessities appropriate to local growth plans, and how the two townhouses constructed near the Edenfield/University curve were constructed without any notification. Ray reported that he is trying to introduce legislation to require at least a thirty-day notice period before new construction. Ray said he cannot promise this measure would stop developers from building unsavory structures, but a thirty-day notice would at least give neighborhoods an opportunity for input or protest. The group solicited Ray’s support for this effort and assurance that all options discussed would be explored. A progress report is expected from the traffic representatives in a few weeks. Sidebar: It appears that the construction in the nearby convenience store parking lot is associated with selling gasoline.
Schmieder will continue to monitor this effort. CP confirmed commitment to the proposals and support of Emerald Bay’s effort to spearhead the effort. Petition copies signed by CP residents at the recent semi-annual CPCA meeting were turned over to Pete Lustig, EB HOA president, to be presented to appropriate City officials. 

In attendance:  Bobby Huey, CPCA treasurer; Doug Tibbetts, CPCA past president; Pete Lustig, president, Emerald Bay HOA; Mike Schmieder, Emerald Bay resident; Rick Ball, COJ interim Traffic Engineer; Joey Duncan, COJ Traffic Planning; Lake Ray, Jacksonville City Council; and 
Clay Yarborough, prospective City Council candidate, District 1). 
 

